
Waste Matters in Derry Township 
Recycling 

 
Derry Township is one of the premier recycling townships in the state of Pennsylvania, but no matter 
how good we are, recycling is always changing and new and innovative programs are always surfacing. 
We, as citizens, and we, as a township, must continue to challenge ourselves to do more.  
 
We should also demand more of businesses to do their part to protect the environment. We can all 
encourage businesses to start to phase out plastic bags as other states have. A good start would be for 
businesses to ask customers if they really need a plastic bag if they only bought one or two items. That 
small step alone would have a major impact. 

 

      
 
We can also make the extra effort to enter every store with reusable bags – either recycled from home 
or ones intentionally bought for the purpose of reuse. Recycling provides us all with uncounted ways to 
reduce additional pollution, save money, resources, and our planet. 
 
Township officials are already sold on recycling and the township is realizing considerable revenue from 
recycled materials. This revenue is used by the township to offset costs of our diverse recycling program. 
The opportunities for recycling have recently been expanded with our new township contract and there 
now are many more possibilities for the recycle-conscious among us. Be sure to consult current lists of 
acceptable materials by going to DerryTownship.org. 
 
By increasing our recycle efforts, we save valuable materials from going to the incinerator and the ash 
being hauled to the landfill. This helps to lower “tipping fees” at the incinerator. We also give a second 
life to the materials and save our natural resources. When more recyclables are processed, the township 
receives more revenue. As more and more people take recycling seriously, the residents, the township, 
the economy, and the environment all win.  
 
Waste Management’s program of single streaming recycling allows residents to use their 64-gallon tote 
– the one with an attached yellow lid - to separate and recycle an unlimited amount of acceptable 
materials. Recyclables should all be placed in the tote together and include: aluminum (food and 
beverage containers); steel cans; brown, clear, and green glass food and beverage containers; paper 
(including newspaper, magazines, catalogs, cereal boxes, telephone books, printer paper, copier paper, 
junk mail, and corrugated cardboard); plastic containers (with symbols #1-7).  
 
Plastic caps and lids can be left on the bottles or jars, or caps and lids may be placed in the tote 
separately. The lids and caps are equally valuable as recyclables. Food containers should be rinsed of 
remaining food for sanitary reasons. While used plastic bags and plastic wrap are not accepted in our 
township programs, they are collected for recycling at Karns, Giant, and Walmart. 
 


