
Waste Matters in Derry Township 
Pay As You Throw 

 
Derry Township residents have two options for trash removal: the 3-Bag option or the Pay As You 
Throw (PAYT) option, which is the least expensive option and gaining popularity with those who love a 
bargain. Empty nesters, who have very little trash after recyclables have been taken out of the trash, 
love this option.  
 
Residents selecting this option pay the same minimal, quarterly, service/processing fee of $6.94 for 
residential service as users of the 3-bag option. They simply buy the marked green bags for their trash 
that is not recyclable instead of buying bags at the grocery store. Bags may be purchased for $3.35 per bag 
at many convenient locations including the Township Administration Building, Hershey Public Library, 
the Recreation Center, the Granada Gym, the Public Works Facility, or the Recycling Center. By 
comparison, users of the 3-bag option pay about $55 per quarter which includes the quarterly 
service/processing fee. 
 
Talk to anyone who uses PAYT, and you will find overwhelming enthusiasm. Actually it’s more like a 
religious experience for those who have tried it! They call it the best kept secret in the township and 
secrets do not keep long in around here. Residents like to brag about how few bags they use a month, 
or how they now fill the tote with the yellow lid and get most of their “trash” removed for free. They 
are also convinced that they are beating the system. Well, saving $150 a year should be enough for 
most of us take a second look.  
 
The fact of the matter is that the more we recycle, the less we have to put in the trash. And that is the 
beauty of the whole process. Saving money, saving precious resources, saving the landfills, saving the 
planet. Everyone wins. So pick your reason – there is a good reason, just for you. 
 

 
 
Residents using this option who are devoted to recycling report using approximately one bag per 
month or about $10 per quarter (the purchase price of the bags). So examine what you are putting in 
that large tote. If the waste is recyclable, well, just maybe, a good bit of it could go into the tote with 
the yellow lid. Since recyclables are removed free of charge, you are actually paying for the privilege of 
putting recyclables in with your real trash. The choice is yours. Recycling is free if you chose to do so. 
 
So if you are unsure how you would do on the PAYT program, conduct your own experiment. For a 
week, a month, or a quarter, examine closely each item of trash that you discard. If it really is 
recyclable, place it in the yellow topped tote. Keep track of the number of regular trash bags you use 
once the recyclables are removed. From what we hear, many more of us could profit from filling the 
recycle tote – we all love “free.”  
 


